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A SHORT 
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ADMINISTRATIONS. 


|  Nowledge of Facts leads to the Know- 
K ledge of Men; and Knowledge of 
Men is a Kind of defenſive Armour 
againſt the Wiles and Intrigues of Men, Let 
us theretore inſpect the political Trap ſactions 
of the laſt Age in our own Country, the 3 
more ſucceſsfully to conduct proper Meaſures 
in this Age; beſet with greater Difficulties 
than perhaps any Era fince the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 

A ſinking Ship beſpeaks the br Con- 
currence of every Hand. How ſhiould thoſe 
of the Crew be treated who are widening the 

| Leak, when they ought to be working at the 
Pump? Amongſt our late Pamphleteers, who, 
according to the Mode of the Times, convey = 

their Sentiments by Letter- writing, ſome in- 
deed have manifeſted a Zcal without Flat- 


tery) for the Houſe of Hanover, whilſt they, 
B at 


| 


(2) 
at the ſame Time aſſert, with becoming 
Spirit, a bold Claim on Bchalf of the Rights 
and Liberties of their Country; happily uniting 
the true Intereſt of King and People, which 
all wiſe Men know are inſeparably con- 
nected. 

Theſe diſpaſſionate Writers can view Er- 
rors in Government, and Vices in Miniſters, 
without recommending dangerous Extreams 
to avoid them; without propagating Seeds of 
Diſaffection, or cheriſhing Principles tending 
to Popery and arbitrary Power; as other of 
theſe Letter- Writers, fraught with Common- 
Place Ribaldry to intoxicate the Mob, not 
inform the judgment, have done, under Pre- 
tence of Zeal for their Country; not ſcrupling 
to carp even at the Revolution: As if an A- 
buſe of Liberty could juſtify a wilful Relapſe 
into Slavery. How much wiſer is it to amend 
public Errors, correct public Vices, and puniſh 
State-Criminals, as ſeverely as their Crimes 
deſerve; leaving Mercy to the ſupreme Judge 
in Heaven, when it cannot with Safety be 
diſpenſed upon Earth. * 
An unhappy Admiral has ſuffered. Not 
a Breaſt in your Nation but muſt internally, 
(whatſoever he may do outwardly) confeſs 
the Juſtice, as well as the Neceflity of that 
fatal Sentence. Detrimental perhaps to French 
and Facobite Intereſts ; Aſpects and Efforts 
indicate as much, a Confeſſion of its Utili 

to Britain. The Miſconduct of this _ 
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Viſes Commander docs not however acquit 


his Superiors; they could have ſent out a 
Fleet, which muſt have ſaved your Territo- 
ries in Deſpight of any Admiral, French or 
Engliſh : Why they did not, ſeems incum- 
bent upon your Repreſentatives to enquire, 
Byng was culpable in not executing; but the 
more criminal Offenders lay covered in ſome 
Department of the Adminiſtration. 

Whoever caſts his Eye upon our parlia- 


mentary” Tranſactions, mult ſee that the E- 


gliſhman has at all Times, particularly ſince 
the Acceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover, been 
aſſiduous to recover the Ule of frequent Par- 
liaments; to limit Penſions, and exclude the 


Swarms of Place- Men from intruding into 
the Houſe of Commons; thereby to ſecure 
his Repreſentative from undue Influence of 
Adminiſtrations; For this i ant End, 
we fee a Penſion- Bill paſſed the Houſe of 


Commons in 1730, but rejected by the 


Lords; paſſed again in 173 1, again in 1733, 


and again in 1739, by the Repreſentatives of 


the People, but ſtill rejected by the Houſe, 
which does not repreſent them. 
2 1729, 30, 31, and 32, a Place- Ball 


2 the Lords. 

In 1534 à Motion was again made in the 
Houſe of Commons to limit the Number of 
Place-Men, and repeal the ſeptennial Act; 
but the Miniſter had acquired. Force enough. 
or 2 to 


paſſed by the Houſe of Commons, and 
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to baffle theſe Attempts. However his Influ- 
| ence did not diſcourage the Friends of the 


Conſtitution; determined to ſtruggle for thole 
momentous Laws, they moved again for the 
Place- Bill in 173 5 and 1936; again in 1739. 
by Order of their Conitituents; but found 
that the longer Place-Men continued in Par- 
lament, the more difficult it was to exclude 
them, Their happy Alliance with the Mi- 
niſter was now 1o rivetted, that Country 
Gentlemen could not even obtain Leave to 
bring in Heads of the Bill. 

The Suppreſſion of it in its very Embryo, 
by the Men bound to promote it, being a 
Demonſtration that it was the more neceflary, 
gave the People a general Alarm; Counties, 
Cities and Boroughs, from all Parts of the 
Kingdom, ſent Inſtructions to their Repre- 
ſentatives, earneſtly recommending a Place- 
Bill, and Repeal of the ſeptennial Act. The 
Londoners peremptorily directing their Repre- 
ſentatives to inſiſt upon a Place- Bill, before they 
ſhould conſent to any Money-Bull whatſoever. 

The Munitter, ſtartled at the national Fer- 
ment (and above all Things dreading an Op- 
poſition to the, Ivioney- Bill, that Source and 
Support of his oi inordinate Power) did not 
think it adviſable directly to oppoſe the Tor- 
rent; nor even to expoſe indirectly his Troops 

o popular Odium; eſpecially toreſecing the 
— of a new Parliament, when re- 
cent Injuries, making N 3 * | 

il 


6 
NiJl further embarraſs him in carrying Elec- 
tions, and procuring falſe Returns; he there- 
tore warily changed his Meaſures, gave out 4 
new Leflon, and filenced his Followers fo 
effectually, that when the Place-Bill, which 
in the former Seſſion had been murthered in 
the Womb, was at this critical Period brought 
into the Houſe, not a Man oppoſed it; the 
fagacious Leader judging it neceſſary that his 
Hirelings ſhould lay in ſome Materials for 
Reputation among Voters, he therefore ſuf- 
fered it to paſs the Commons, nemine contra- 
dicente, well knowing, that his End for that 
Turn might be better anſwered in the Houſe 
of Lords, where the Bill «vas accordingly re- 
jetted. | * T 

Our political Affairs ſtanding thus in 174t 
(when the new Parliament was called) excited 
the Indignation of the Public, and cauſed E- 
lections to terminate in Favour of the Country 
Intereſt; the City ot London leading the Van. 
Having by a great Majority choſen Members 
in Oppoſition to the Court, they delivered 
them a Paper of Inſtructions—“ To oppoſe 
e flanding Armies in Times of Peace; reftore 
e trrennial Parliaments; promote a Place- 
Bill; and redreſs Gritvances, previous to 
granting Supplies.“ 

In Weſiminſter, which for many Years 
had gone with the Court, the Spirit of Inde- 
pendency ſo ſtrongly prevailed, that it was 
apparent the miniſterial Intereſt muſt give 

Way. 
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Way. The Conductors, early foreſecing that 
they could not gain their Election by Votes, 
reſolved to gain it by Arm: For this Purpoſe, 
under Pretence of ſome Riot, a Party ot Sol- 
diers were called, took Poſſeſſion of the Place 
of Election, and the Books were ſhut, whilſt 
the Voters were coming in, and many thou- 
ſands to poll. 

General Fulliot had ordered the Soldiers to 
march, upon a Letter ſent him by ſome Weg- 
minſter Juſtices of the Peace, whoſe only 
Puniſhment for this.daring Infringment upon 
the Liberty of the Subject, was © @ repri- 
« mand from the Speaker at the Bar of the 
& Houſe upon their Knees,” 

The Returning Officer, for his infamous 


- Violation of Truſt and falſe Return, was 


indeed voted © into Cuſtody, but in ſeven 
t or eight Days diſcharged, upon payiug his 
c Fees, which he was well enabled to do, 
« having received 1500l, from the Treaſury, 
« during his Confinement.” About 2004, 

r Day for imbruing his Hands in the 
intended Maſlacre of our Conſtitution, 

The Romans put Numbers to Death. for 


lighter Crimes againſt the State. No Won- 


der that falſe Returns are ſo frequently made, 
ſince few are queſtioned for this Treaſon 
againſt their King and Country, fewer con- 
victed, ſcarce any puniſhed ; none adequate 


to the enormous Size of this moſt dangerous 


Crimes, 


w- 
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Crime. What muſt the Public ſuffer in the 
Event? 

Although the Criminal was in Fact re- 
warded, yet the Miniſter perceiving that the 
Strength of the Nation duly exerted muſt 
baffle all his Intrigues, perhaps bring his 
Head to the Block, began to dread the Event, 
and conſult human Means for his Preſerva- 
tion, He knew how he had wrought 
Men : It was even his Cuſtom to boaſt of it; 
and he deſpaired not of tempting them 

ain, 

Finding that Intrigue, Venality and Cor. 
ruption of returning Officers, could not 
cure him a Majority at the Opening of the 
Seſſion ; and thence concluding that diſputed 
Elections at the Bar of the Houſe, were now 
likely to be determined according to the Me- 
rits; he thought it Time to gain over ſome 
adverſe Leaders; and for theſe he bid high, 
even hundreds of thouſands, Public Money, 
for one Perſon of exalted Birth, who wiſely 
and diſdainfully rejected him. The Tempter 
finding that no Price would take, without his 
Abdication, he therefore judged his former 
Aſylum, the Houſe of Commons, to be a 
Place no longer tenable, Perceiving the Re- 
ſentment of the Public to encreaſe, ſenſible 
that he could not  cafily extricate himſelf 
whilſt a Parliament, daily fitting, had their 
Eyes upon his Motions ; and conſcious that 
one caſting Voice in cither Houſe might ſud- 
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denly commit him to the Tower, he planned 
an Adiouriiment of both Houſes for a Fort- 
night; in which Space of Time, this Man, 
generally conſidered as the Bar between His 
Majeſty and the Aff ctions of his People, 
as the Author of our Grievances at Home, of 
our conſtant venal Majority in both Houſes, 
and our ill Succeſs and contemptible Figure 
abroad, was created a Peer, and ſuffered not 
only to reſign all his Employments with Ho- 
nour, but permitted alſo to introduce into the 
principal Offices of State his chief Opponents, 
who carried his Head in their Pockets. His 
| Plea was clear! His Defence irreſiſtable! And 
his Reward munificent! Having a Penſion 
ſhortly granted him * of 4000. a Year, for 
« his long and faithful Services.“ 

Britain bas felt the Effects of this Ex- 
ample *. | fl To 
_ ©® Meaſures nearly reſembling theſe, were lately pur- 


ſued by ſucceeding Rulers in a neighbouring Country ; 
Sittings of Parliament ſuddenly diſcontinued, and during 
the Receſs, Country Leaders warped by Places, Penſions, 
Titles and Profits. 

The Scheme concerted by our great Men, to enflave 
that People, and their Method of Defence is worth 
your Obſervation, Their firſt irregulac Ruler, backed 

the whole Weight of our Adminiſtration openly e- 


* ſpouſing him, attempted to lay his Hands upon their 
public , Prob and command their Parliament: To 


which End he caſhiered ſuch Place Men as were Mem- 
bers, and refuſed to betray their parliamentary Truſt in 
Obedience to him. This Act of Tyranny alarming 

the People, they held frequent Country Meetings, to 
"conſult Means of Self- Preſervation. In Conſequence af 


theſe Meetings, they attained a clearer Knowledge of 
their 


(VP -. 

| To enquire ſtrictly into the late Miniſterial 
Meaſurty; to enact proper Laws for ſecuting 
the Conſtitution againſt Corruption; and to 
obtain an upright Adminiſtration; was the 
declared Purpoſe of the then Oppoſition. 
Ends, which undoubtedly might have been at- 
tained, if the Country Party had ſtuck toge- 
ther. But new Employments ſtriking new 
Light upon their Minds, there was no further 
Need of Reformation. A new Couft Party 
« ſoon appeared, conſiſting of all the farmer 
« to a'Man; with the Addition of the new 
% Miniſters ind the Friends ; which teſtor- 
te ed again the Maj jority” om the Court Side of 
* e e Where it is 15 to remain, 


* * n e 
their Rights, "aid with it 2 proper Spirit 5 Reſolu- 
tion to maintain tbem. a nadine 


Hence infer the Importance of publick ſpirited Meet- 
ings, If an Handful of fribmen could overcome the 
united Force of Englih and Iriſh Miniſters ; Hit om 
bination could withſtand ſuch Meetings, compoſed of 
the Sons of Liberty in Britain . 

When the Baſhaw found that they had Engl 7 Blood 
in their Veins, and were not to be Bugbeat d at the 
Name of à Britiſh Privy Council ; then, to prevent 
Parliamentary Repreſentations, it was judged nece 
to ſhut up their Houſe of Commons, — yield the Reins 
of Government to his my a not brig "4 to do 
their Work, 

Change of Hands deing therefore neveiſary, A Perſon 
was ſent. of a contrary Turn and-Charadter; ſmooth e- 
nough to deceive the People, and artful enough to cor- 
rupt their Leaders, Talents not neceflary, if Re- 
dreſs had been intended——Talents which inflamed the 
Wound —The longer Quacks i — the more obſti- 
uate the Diſtemper. 


(10) 
„ (ſays an Hiſtorian) until national Difreſi 
* reflo ore national Virtue.” 

As the gaining over a few Chiefs, could 
not be ſuppoſed to filence all, a Motion was 
with ſome Difficulty carried in the Houſe of 
Commons, to enquire into the Conduct of a 
Miniſter preſiding at the Treaſury Board for 
the laſt ten Years: A ſecret Committee was 

8 but the Officers of the Treaſury re- 
1010 to anſwer, under Pretence, . that they 
might poſſibly criminate themſelves, A Bill 
was therefore paſſed in the Houſe of Commons 
to indemnify them; but here again'the Mi- 


vie as protedtcd, the Lords refuſed to pak 


The committee made two Reports abound- 
ing with flagrant Inſtances of Corruption; 
— 44 influencing Elections: There was 

ſion of ſecret Service Money; near a 
Million and a Half expended in that Article; 
Of which 40,7771. went to Authors and News 
Writers for the Miniſter, 

Remarkable Diſcoveries were theſe from 
unwilling Witneſſes; and againſt all Difficul- 
ties. Had the Scene been laid fairly open, 
what Aſtoniſhment muſt it have produced? 
Horrible was this Application of — — 
ney ! levied upon Goods neceſſa 
the Life of — Peaſant His Vie ue and dis 
Beer loaded with Taxes to enable the Miniſter 


{9 corrupt his 8 Nn 
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Whilſt the Committee were preparing a 
third Report, which they had near finiſhed, 
even from defective Materials; they were 
Ropped by a Proregation. In Conſequence of 
which, the new Rulers, in League with the 
old, gained ſo much Time and Means to ne- 
gotiate; that when a Motion was made, in the 
following Seſſion of Parliament, to renew the 
Enquiry upon theſe ſtrong Preſumptions of 
Guilt ; the very Men who had been viclent for 
it, changed' Sides, and threw a Majority of 
ſixty-ſeven into the Court Scale, againſt all 
Application for Juſtice,  _ | 

No Wonder that a Miniſter of ſuch exten- 
ſive Influence in both Houſes, could not in 
either of them be called to Account for his 
male Adminiſtration, which became its own 
Security, | | 

Theſe ſame Gentlemen newly come into 
Play, had before their Admiſſion, in Pur- 
ſuance of Inſtructions from their Conſtituents, 
(probably ſollicited by themfelves) introduced a 
Place Bill, which Decency as well as Policy 
now enjoined them to ſupport. For the Peo- 
ple, alarmed at their Leaders ſuddenly ſtep- 
ping into Employments, concluded, that they 
no required ſtronger Security than ever for 
the Liberties of their Country. They 
therefore, did not fail, upon this great Occa- 
ſion, to renew their Inſtructions; and urge 
their Repreſentatives to an actual Performance 
of their Duty, The Cities of London and 

C 2 Weſt= 


formerly {a ſtrenuous for it, when they were 


612) 
Weſtminſter took the Lead, and were followed 
by moſt Cities and Counties in the Kingdom ; 


| infiſting upon the Place-Bill, the 


Penſion- Bill, and Repeal of the Septennial Act. 


The new Miniſters, who ſeem to have ſuc- 
ceeded to the Employments and Connections 
of the old, upon ſecret Compacts made with 
them, never to redrets the Subjects, concerted 
how to parry this Blow. Too politic to caſt 


all Odium upon any one Houſe, and well 
taught to manage both; they divided the Bur- 


then: The Houle of Commons rejected the 
Motion for Leave to repeal the Septennial Act; 
and the Houle of Lords rejected the Place and 
Penſion-Bills, which the other Houſe were 
allowed to paſs. 

This Event ſtill further opening the Eyes of 
the Publick, the new Miniſters, who had fo 
often avowed. the Utility of the Place-Bill, 
judging it neceſſary to preſerve Appearances, 
and to do ſomething towards the Satisfaction 
of the People, brought in a Bill to exclude 
only certain Officers from being Members of 


Parliament, which being no great Bar to the 


Views of a Rulzr, paſſed both Houles, without 
Oppoſition. But in the following Seſſions, 
December 1742, when a real Place-Bill was 
offered to Parliament, upon a further Re- 
monſtrance from the Conſtituents, bitterly in- 
veying againſt their Diſappointment in the late 
Change of Adminiſtration, the Gentlemen 


out 
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out of Place, being now at the Helm; aſ- 
ſembled their Poſſe, and by a Majority of 
nine-five on the Miniſtry Side, refuſed Leave 
to bring in Heads of a Bill for this neceſſary 
Law which themfelves had ever ſought. 

By treacherous Junction they had climbed 
to Power, and by anti-conſtitutional Means 
they reſolved to keep it. Their Behaviour as 
to diſputed Elections in the firſt Seſſions of this 
Parliament, gave too much Room for this 
lamentable Concluſion. 

Attheopeningot the Parliament, the Country 
Party had carried a Chairman for the Com- 
mittee of Elections; whence it was conjec- 
tured that controverted Elections would end in 
their Favour; but when their Leaders were 
'Y become Miniſters, and many of their Brethren 
; had obtained Places; then a Motion was car- 

ried, © That the Committee of Eleftons ſhouid 
not proceed on any Petitions complaining of 

« undue Returns, Anda ſecond Motion, that 

« no Petition of this Kind ſhould be heard this 

0 Sefion.” Every Man who had a Place, 

concurring in theſe Motions, 

The Maſk being quite laid aſide; Mini- 
ters ſkreened and enriched ; Enquiries ſup- 
preſſed, Juſtice arreſſed, Inſtructions deſpiſed, 
Parties betrayed, and the Nation ſold; what 
could enſue, but utter Breach of Union and 
Confidence? Whereby all good Effect of the 
late publick ſpirited Oppoſition, were totally 
frultrated—Deſpair mult follow: It did follow. 

| Complaints 
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- Complaints were vain ; through miniſterial 
Negociations, a Civil Liſt Revenue of monſ- 
trous Produce, was ſettled ſor Life: Miniſters 
bad multiplied Places, and contrived to pro- 
cure Grants of Penſions profuſe and nume- 
rous. Under the Notion of making good 
Engagements with foreign Princes and States; 
compleating Treaties ; and defraying neceſſary 
Expences for publick Meaſures ; and ſome- 
times an indefinite Vote of Credit was given, 
without any Eſtimate, ſometimes, Hundreds 
of Thouſands granted at a Time, for ſecret 
Expeditions: No Wonder that Miniſters 


were omnipotent ! 


Secret Service Money may undoubtedly at 
Times be neceſſary in all States; but on the 
other Hand, when we fee daring Encroach- 
ments upon the Rights of the Subject; and the 
Freedom of Parliament fo long in its Decline, 
as to be near loſt; tis then Time to call for an 
Account, even of ſecret Service Money ; upon 
fair Preſumption that the Weapons for De- 
fence of the State, have been turned againſt 
the Subject. Great Sums of Money entruſted 
without Account, muſt furniſh defigning Mi- 
niſters with dangerous Means of affailing the 
Liberties of their Country ; and are therefore 
to be granted with Liberality or Reſerve, ac- 
cording as publick Emergencies, eſpecially the 
Security of domeſtick Rights, ſhall warrant. 
To commit theſe mighty Truſts, at proper 
Times, to proper Perſons, may be * 
i : 
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But previouſly to ſecure the fundamental 
Rights of the Subject, by Place. Bills, Penſion- 
Bills, and Repeal of Septennial Laws, when 
generally deemed detrimental to Society, is 
bare Matter of Juſice and Duty from the 
Truſtee to his Conſtituent. Common Senſe 
will demand, and common Honeſty will grant 


for ſecret Service, like Mercury for 

ſecret Ailments, diſpenſed by ſkilful and honeſt 
Hands, is a ſovereign Medicine ; but come 
mitted to the Hands of a Knave or a Fool, is 
the rankeſt Poiſon. One of theſe Evils may 
deceive before he is known ; if you truſt him 
afterwards, 'tis your Fault, ENT ADE 
ſo, if he is not ſoon known. | 
A ſhort Review of ſome few in our 
State Affairs, may be neceſſary to illuſtrate the 
Truths we have 7 candidly offered : They will 
abundantly ſhew that every Act was 
turned to a Jobb; and almoſt every ition 
— the Diſhonour of the Prince, and the 
enfeebling, dejecting, and impoveriſhing of the 
To him 12 could and would aid 

the Miniſter, all Things were lawful. | 
Conſider our publick Acts and 


and ſecret Expeditions, for — 


Vears paſt. 
= Retroſpect will account for many 
es. For ſome Years after 


plagued with Rebellions, Treaſons and Con- 
ſpiracies. 
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ſpiracies. To theſe ſucceeded another Plague, 
which left more permanent Effects; that de- 
teſtable Plan of Knavery, the South-Sra 
Scheme, carried on by Combination of Minif- 
ters and others, to the Deſttuction of Trade, 
Honeſty, Senſe and Virtue, The very Brain of 
the inhabitants tcems to have been inverted, A 
general Depredation enſued, from whence may 
be dated: the Commencement ot your Evils : 
A Depradation, which perhaps was the Cauſe 
why no Man could be brought to adequate 
Puniſhment for his Shore of the Iniquity. 

This complicated Device, beggaring ſome, 
_ glutting others, with ill-gotten Wealth, 
gave to the Corrupt i in Power a certain. Weight 
and Influence, which has been upon the In- 
creaſe ever ſince; and the great Redundancy 
of Revenues granted for the Civil Lift, con- 
tributed: to the ſame End. 

In what Manner the important Air of ; 
your Nation have been carried on, fince the 
Miniſter became all in all, a little Obſer- 
vation may ſerve to determine. 
4 When the Spaniards beſieged Gibraltar in 
” the Year 1727, and our Fleet lay in the Bay 

to protect our Garriſon, the Enemy's Ships 
were ſuffered to bring Proviſions and — 
nition to their Army, beſieging the Place, un- 
the very Sterns of our Men of War. 

In the Year 1733, our Fleet in the We/t- 
Indies under Admiral Haſier lay rotting in the 
n * until we rotted thre ang > 

ty 
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thirty Captains, one hundred Lieutenants, and 
above 4,000 Men: Beſides our Loſs of Ship- 
ping eaten by the Worms, | 

In 1740 we concerted two ſecret Expedi- 
tions, one under Sir Chaloner Ogle at great 
Expence, againſt Carthagena ; the other under 
Commodore Anſon for the Sauth-Seas. 

Sir Chaloner's ſecret Expedition was as well 
known in Sparn as in England, and by that 
Means defeated: 

Mr. Anſon's Expedition being as well known; 
the Spaniards took care to ſend a ſuperior 
Fleet before him, Theſe indeed periſhed by 
Storm, or they had probably deftroyed Anſon; 
who was ſent out fo late and ill provided, that 
his Fleet periſhed without meeting an Enemy. 

See Sir Jobn Norris ſecret Expedition the 
ſame Year, a mere naval She in the Channel. 

See Admiral Vernon in the Weſft-Indies, the 
fame Year, not able to keep the Seas for Want 
of Supplies, unaccountably delayed in England. 
See another naval Parade of 174 1 under Sic 
Fohn Norris, fitted out at great Charge to do 
nothing. | 

See Admiral Haddock in 1741, with a gal- 
lant Fleet in the Mediterranean, beat down 
upon the Spaniards; and when he was upon 
the Point of blowing them out of the Seas, the 
French Admiral interpoſed with his Flzg of 
Truce, and tye up the Hands of our Adoural, 
by miniſterial Machination. 
| wm” See 
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See the groſs Miſconduct before Carthage- 
n Armies embarked at an improper Time; 
landed without Tents to cover them from the 
peſtilential Air of a mortal climate, at the 


the moſt dangerous Seaſon, and without 


Cannon. See them aſſail Walls without 
Breach made, or Poſſibility to mount them, 


for Want of Ladders long enough to reach 


the Top; and under Commanders fo ap- 
pointed, as to quarrel with one another, in- 
ſtead of joining cordially to attack the Ene- 
m 

, "Ul the unſeaſonable and ill-concerted 
Attempts made by the Forces of this Fleet 
and Embarkation, it is ſaid we had about 
twenty-ſeven Men of one Regiment, eight of 
another Regiment, and one Officer of a third 
Regiment, returned to Europe. Of ſeven or 
eight thouſand fine Troops, we loſt perhaps 
near fix thouſand ; of Scamen and Landmen 
greaty or thirty thouſand were laviſhed by 


the Miniſter and thoſe of his appointing, Be- 


fides, Treaſure in Abundance, to encreaſe 
the Load of national Debt, and gain Diigrace 
only to your Country. 

How Gould it be otherwiſe? Commanders 
were almoſt univerſally named, not becauſe 
they were fit for their Stations, but fit for the 
Miniſter: And for the fame Reaſon no pub- 


| lic Officer, how deficignt focver in Duty, 


could be called to ASE 
a Upon 
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the groſs Miſcarriages of this large 
Armament ſent to the Weft-Indies in 1739, 
under Admiral Vernon, a Motion was made 
in the Houſe of Lords, 1741, © to addreſs the 
* King for Copies of the Orders and Inſtruc- 
„ tions ſent to Admiral Vernon from the 
«Time of his leaving England,” | 

This reaſonable Motion being oppoſed, it 
was in the Courſe of the bad upon that, 
and another Motion of the like Nature, af- 
ſerted and admitted, That no Negative 
% had ever been put upon any Motions 
« of this Kind, until the Year 1721, the fac 
4 « tal 'South-Seq Year, when Inſtructions be- 
gan to be of ſuch a Nature, as required 
* their being concealed :—It was allo de- 
r clared, that the Houſe, as hereditary 
> Counſellors, had an inherent Right of ad- 
« viling the Crown; which could- not be 
© done without having the neceſſary Lights 
and Information.” —The Duke of Argyle 
declared, That he had never ſeen, not been 
© conſulted about any Inſtructions ſent to the 
* Admiral although he was then General in 
«« Chief of his Majeſty's Forces, and Maſter 
* of the Ordnance, and one of the Cabinet 
* Council,” 
The Admiral in his Letter had made 
heavy Complaints of our Conduct at Home, 

particularly, as to the Badneſs of his Stores, 
which he faid were fit only for a Spitbead 
D 2 Ex- 
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Expediigay yet could not the Motion be 
carried. : . 

When this was refuſed, another Motion | 
was made to ſee his L which was alſo 
defeated by a Clog. | 

When, this Attempt was fruſtrated, a Mo- 
tion was made to inquire, into the Inſtruc- 
tions of Admiral Haddaek, but Inquiries were 
not for the Purpoſe of the N So all 
was veiled. A 

In the Houſe of Commons a \ hike Motion 
as to Vernan was carried; but with a Reſerve, 
being ſo far only as the Letters related to 
Supply of Ships, Marines and pl Laod-Foges ; 
this Reſerve impowering the Nein, to 
judge which were ſuch. 

The ruling Principle of Men in — 
the Hardſhips the Public ſuffered, / the total 
Diſcegard to Performance of public Duty, 
and the Protection the Servants of the Public 
met with upon neglecting that Duty, are 
further apparent by the Event of another In- 
quiry about this Time in the Houſe of 
Lords. 

This noble Body judging it a to 
take into Conſideration the State of M:nors 
ca, found that molt of the Officers belonging 
to the Troops, were abſent from their Poſts ; 
of ninetcen officers, only five were on the 
Iſland; yet was no further Notice taken of 
this Neglect, hut to order them to their 


Poſts. Had they, or their Superiors, who 
war- 
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warranted their Abſence, been then 
treated, and any Degree of ſubſequent Care 
been taken, Minorca had now been ours. 
Had ua proper Commander been ſent into 
the Mediterraman, when the united Fleets 
of France and Spain ſailed out of Toulon ; or 
had thoſe very improper Commanders which 
were ſent, Matthews and Leſtock, been pro- 
ly treated at their Return, Minorca had 
ſtill been ours. Tis thus we loſe our Money 
and our Territories; tis thus that Engliſbmen 
are beggared, and Dronmecte he Scoff of Chr 
endom. 1 
Like /Z gyptians, — were to make Brick 
without Straw; to pay Taxes, even when 
your Trade, Which was to ſupport them, 
could not obtain its due Protection. | 
In this Spaniſh War, the Succeſs of the 
ani/h Privateers in taking our Merchant 
Ships for Want of Crutzers, properly 3 | 
was monſtrous. Several. Maſters of 
tedious Voyages from the Weſft-Indies, never 
met one Cruizer. Until eight Months after 
the Declaration of War, no Ship was ſtationed 
off Cape Clear ; that important Point was 
diſregarded. The War, for Wrongs done to 
our Trade, was entered into at the Inſtance 
of Merchants, againſt the Intereſt, and conſe- 
quently againſt the Will of the Miniſter. 
He had therefore a ſecret Pleaſure in ſeeing 
them diſtreſſed. So deſtitute were they of 
Protection, that it was proved at the Bar of 
the 
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the Houſe of Commons, in January 1742, 
that upwards of three hundred Merchant 
Ships had been taken, moſtly in the Britiſh 
Channel and Soundings, and carried into St. 
Sebaſtians and the adjacent Ports. 

The Neglect and Delay of Convoys, the 
impreiſing ot Men out of Ships homeward 
bound, the Neglect to ſettle a proper Cartel, 
and the Dilregard and Contempt ſhewn to 
the Applications and | Remonſtrances of the 
Merchants was unpardonably grievous ! Theſe 
ineſtimable bees had every Difficulty thrown 
in their Way that might obſtruct theic n 
to the Hive. 

The Portugal Fleet had * detained 
twelve Months for Want of Protections and 
Convoys; which gave the French an Oppor- 
tunity of undermining us in our Woollen 
Trade: We feel it daily, The He/- India 
Fleet, after waiting four Months, was obliged 
at laſt to fail without a Convoy, A Captain 
of a Man of War was accuſed of taking 
twenty-ſeven Ships under Convoy at Liſbon, 
and not bringing one ſafe to England. And 
the Carolina Coaſt was left ſome Months 
without one Ship on that Coaſt, which 
in Times of Peace uſually had two. 

Upon theſe grievous Diſtreſſes in Trade, 
tlie Merchants of London, Briftol, Exeter, 
- Glaſgow, Sout Liverpool, White- 
baven and other — — the — 


(23) 
of Commons, who appointed a Committee, 
which came to theſe Reſolutions. 

I. That notwithſtanding the repeated Ap. 
plications of the Merchants for Cruiſers to be 
properly ſtationed for the Protection of their 
Trade, due Care has not been taken in this 
Reſpect; for Want of which, many Ships 
have been taken by the Enemy, to the nation» 
al Diſhonour and Loſs. 

II. That the Detention: of the Portugal 
Fleet for twelve Months by the Refuſal of Pro- 
tections, and the Delay of Convoys, gave our 
Rivals in Trade an Opportunity of introducing 
new Species of their Woollen Manufacture into 
that Country, to the great Loſs of this Kingdom. 

III. That it is their Opinion the Houſe be 
moved for Leave to bring in a Bill for the bet- 
ter protecting and Security of the Trade and 
Navigation of this Kingdom in Time of War. 

Theſe Reſolutions were laid before his Ma- 
jeſty, who was pleaſed to give a graczous An- 

ſwer 3 and a Bill paſſed the Commons ſuitable 
to the third Reſolution, but was thrown out 
as ſome others of higher Importance had been, 
by the Lord.. Eyen though it had been ma- 
nifeſtly ſhewn, at the Bar of the Houſe of 
Commons, from collected Atteffations, that the 
Merchants had been expoſed to the Inſults and 
Rapine of the Spaniards, not by Innattention 
or Accident, but by one uniform and continued 
Dower: e ee 09a 
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Here again the injured People ſent general 
Inſtructions to inſiſt upon a Repeal of the 
Septennial Act, as a Preliminary to the grant- 


| ing of Supplies: but they found that a Miniſ- 


ter, with their Money in his Pocket, was an 


over Match for them, 


In the Midſt of this national Diſtreſs, Debt, 
Miſconduct, and Poverty; (for the Public may 
be poor, though Individuals be rich, and the 
public Revenue may in itſelf be monſtrous, 
although of little Strength or Security to the 
State, if applied to indirect Ends and private 
Purpoſes) when immenſe Sums were daily 
granting, and raiſed upon Loans, Lotteries, 
Sc. Sc. a Bill could not be carried even 
the Houſe of Commons, January 
1742, for ſtating the public Accounts. | 

We ſee the many national Abuſes, and the 


repeated Efforts made by the People, until 


about the Commencement of the late French 
War. From thence forward, our Armies 
ſent to the Continent ; our Battles fought 
there, before and after Proclamation of War ; 
Rebellions, Invaſions, and Threats of Invaſions; 
muſt naturally have diverted the Attention of 
the Subject from ſeeking Redreſs of domeſtic 
Grievances © 
Theſe ſeveral Facts have been recited to 
ſhew' the Views of late Adminiſtrations, fo 
inconfiſtent with the fair Purpoſes of Govern- 
ment, that an honeſt Man might almoſt = 
152 | made 


WT 
made it a Rule to oppoke . Adminiſtrations 
without aſking Queſtions. . 

The grand View, the ſole Care of the Mi- 


niſtry, has been to keep his Troops together, 
and preſerve his Dominion. The Preſerva- 


tion of King and People were but ſecondary 
Cn if conſidered at all. | 

The old Miniſter kept Poſſeſſion, until the 
People could bear him no longer; then ſhrug- 
ging his Shoulders, and ſcoffing at a pillaged 
Nation, he retired, as to a Fortreſs, under 
Protection of the new Miniſter ; whilſt the 
Repreſentatives of the People were brought 
under the Direction of both. Here lay the” 
Source of your endleſs and 1 inveterate Maladies. 

The Cenſure of former Miniſters is not to 
be underſtood as an Encomium upon their 
Succeſſors. Nor, on the other Hand, is it 
juſt or politick to endeavour to prejudice you 
againſt them, But tis wiſe and fair to ſuſpend 

our Judgments until their Actions ſhall 
clearly beſpeak the Judgment you are to pro- 
nounce. | 

As often as any, Man attempted to reſcue 
the Public, thate s a mitgiſt&al Conſpiracy 
to debauch him; or undo him, if they could 
not debauch him. 

Miniſters ſeemed to fear nothing but honeſt 
Men; and of ſuch, Providence lent you a Num- 
ber ſufficient to preſerve the Bark from Ship- 
wreck, Countrymen be honeſt ! Voters /þ::7:2 


Venality! Be, ye to yourſelves, and dety 
a Satan 


(,26) 
Satan! Your Country i is ſtill recoverable ; By 
i Nu. Confider: Your Votes are due to the 
ö Community for public Service. The Man 
1s you ſend to Parliament, is not your R 
1 fentatrve ; but the Repreſentative of the bels | 
| Nation. You have therefore no more Right 
| to fell your Votes without Doors, than the 
i Member has to fell his within. Depravity in 
| him would be highly dangerous ; in you, cer. 
Hi tainly fatal: Producing Change ot Govern- 
| ment ; the immediate Fore-runner of De- 
ſttuction to your civilized Country: For Par- 
» liaments, invincible to all others, had in wanton 
| Proſperity, maſſacred themſelves. Britain 
muſt ceaſe to be the Land of Liberty | 
' Your Iſland become the Reſidence alone of 
Slaves or 204 
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